
A Work Session of the City Council was held on Tuesday, February 21, 2012 at 7:00 PM in the 
Conference Room in City Hall, 111 Outwater Lane, Garfield, NJ 07026. 
 
Councilmember Louis G. Aloia presided. City Clerk Andrew J. Pavlica announced that the Work 
Session was being held in accordance with provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act and that 
adequate notice was provided by mail and fax to the official City newspapers and to other interested 
parties and by posting the meeting notice on the bulletin boards in City Hall. 
 
Councilmembers Present: Tana M. Raymond, Joseph Delaney and Louis G. Aloia  
Councilmembers Absent: Frank J. Calandriello 
Also Present: City Manager Thomas J. Duch, City Clerk Andrew J. Pavlica, City 

Attorney Joseph J. Rotolo, Labor Counsel Joseph Randazzo, City 
Engineer Representative Bernard Mirandi (for City Engineer Kevin 
Boswell), Superintendent of Public Works Sam Garofalo, Emergency 
Management Coordinator Michael Marsh, Police Chief Kevin Amos 
and Interim Chief Financial Officer Roy Riggitano 

 
 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 

City Manager Thomas J. Duch reported on the following: 
 

1. The meeting held earlier tonight with Jack Zisa of Regional Risk Managers, Inc., concerning 
prescription and health benefits secured for City employees and his commission for securing 
those benefits. 

 
2. The repair of the 30” water main on Cedar Street will commence tomorrow and is expected 

to be completed by Thursday. 
 

3. Recent meetings held concerning the riverfront park along the Passaic River from the 
Outwater lane Bridge to the Dundee Dam.  The issues with Wawel Savings Bank on River 
Drive and Lanza Avenue have been resolved.  He reported that the clock and the Casimir 
Pulaski statue are on their way. 

 
4. The newspaper article that appeared in the Community News entitled “Helping to Turn 

Things Around” concerning the Boys and Girls Club of Garfield. 
 

5. It appears that the energy rates through Veridian are better than what would have been 
secured through the Joint Insurance Fund consortium. 

 
6. The meeting he had with Garfield Librarian Mary Jo Jennings concerning possible cuts in 

the Library Budget and the hiring of a Reference Librarian for $52,000.00 instead of for less 
salary.  It was determined that if Garfield Library Funding is not at a certain thresh hold with 
the Bergen County Cooperative Library Consortium; the Garfield Library would lose certain 
benefits and computer equipment. 

 
7.  The efforts extended by Mr. Ciro Disclafani with New Jersey Transit concerning a proposed 

Transit Hub. 
 
City Engineer Representative Bernard Mirandi reported on the following: 
 

1. The written report of the City Engineer dated February 21, 2012. 
 
City Manager Duch reported on the following: 
 

8. The meeting he attended last week with the County for additional funding for the riverfront 
park from the Bergen County Open Space. 

 
9. The request for a Streetsweeping schedule change in the Plauderville Avenue Area. 

 
10. His proposed Pastoral Council of all Clergymen and Clergywomen in the City of Garfield. 

 
11. The Workers Compensation reduction training meeting to be held Thursday, March 1, 2012 

in the Conference Room in City Hall. 



Work Session February 21, 2012, Continued 
 
 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 

 
12. Representatives of PBA Local No. 46 have submitted a certificate of insurance for their 

Circus fundraising event to be held May 27 and 28, 2012. 
 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 

Resolution No. 12-61 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to exclude the public from a meeting in 
certain circumstances, and 
WHEREAS, the City Council is of the opinion that such circumstances now exist, 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Garfield, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that a “Closed Session” is hereby called at 7:30 P.M. Tuesday, February 21, 
2012, to discuss the following as outlined in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12: 
 

* Collective bargaining agreements including the negotiation of the terms and thereof 
with employees of the public body; (PBA Local No. 46 collective bargaining 
negotiations and proposed memorandum of agreement). 

 
* Tactics or techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public or 

any investigation of violations or possible violations of the law; (lawsuit filed against 
the City by the Bergen Record Newspaper for video in connection with the fatal 
police shooting of Malik Williams on December 10, 2011). 

 
* Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations or matters falling within 

attorney-client privilege; (Lawsuit filed against the City by the Bergen Record 
Newspaper for video in connection with the fatal police shooting of Malik Williams 
on December 10, 2011). 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters so discussed will be disclosed to the public as soon 
as and to the extent that such disclosure can be made without adversely affecting the public interest 
or without violation of the confidentiality of personnel. 
 
On call of roll, Ayes 3,      (Sgd) Joseph Delaney 
Absent 1 – Mayor Calandriello,       Tana M. Raymond 
Vacancy 1         
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

After the City Council came out of Closed Session at 8:05 PM, there being no further business, 
Councilmember Raymond moved to adjourn the Work Session.  Councilmember Delaney duly 
seconded the motion. 
 
On call of roll, Ayes 3, 
Absent 1 – Mayor Calandriello, 
Vacancy 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
        Andrew J. Pavlica, CITY CLERK 
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