
A Work Session of the City Council was held on Tuesday, May 27, 2014 at 6:20 PM in the 
Conference Room in City Hall, 111 Outwater Lane, Garfield, NJ 07026. 
 
Deputy Mayor Tana Raymond presided. City Clerk Andrew J. Pavlica announced that the Work 
Session was being held in accordance with provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act and that 
adequate notice was provided by mail and fax to the official City newspapers and to other interested 
parties and by posting the meeting notice on the bulletin boards in City Hall. 
 
Councilmembers Present: Frank J. Calandriello, Louis G. Aloia, Tana M. Raymond and Glenn 

Mati  
Councilmembers Absent: Joseph Delaney 
Also Present: City Manager Thomas J. Duch, City Clerk Andrew J. Pavlica, City 

Attorney Representative Robert Ferraro of the Law Firm of Bruno 
and Ferraro (for City Attorney John Bruno), Superintendent of Public 
Works Sam Garofalo, City Engineer Kevin J. Boswell, Interim Chief 
Financial Officer Roy Riggitano and Emergency Management 
Coordinator Michael Marsh 

 
 

OUTDOOR CAFÉ APPLICATION 
 

The City Council and Cabinet met with Dimitri Kataroski, the license holder of Plenary Retail 
Consumption License No. 0221-33-012-004, t/a Déjà vu, for premises located  at 50 River Drive, 
Garfield and his attorney Susan N. Rosti, 9 Park Avenue, Caldwell, NJ 07006 regarding his 
application for an Outdoor Café. 
 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 
 
City Manager Thomas J. Duch reported on the following: 
 

1. Lombardi Environmental has been engaged to remove the oil tank at the City owned 
AmVets Post No. 13 building located at 326 Outwater Lane at the corner of Walnut 
Street. 

 
2. The updated and fine-tuned Employees Practices Liability Policy and Procedures 

Manual and the requirement for an acknowledgement of receipt from City employees. 
 
3. The Rogers Group have completed their study of the Police Department.  Under this 

form of government, the City Manager is granted the power to promulgate the rules and 
regulations of the Police Department.  An Ordinance has been presented for introduction 
tonight to amend the ordinance from 1992 which seemed to fail to grant that power to 
the City Manager. 

 
4. The letter received from Fire Company No. Two concerning the need for repairs to the 

their Fire House located at 72 Belmont Avenue. 
 
5. The United States Soccer Foundation has denied the City’s most recent grant application 

for the installation of artificial turf in Twentieth Century Field. 
 
6. The proposed resolution concerning the Bergen County Community Development 

Program. 
 
7. The rail around the trash can at Charles Street and Harrison Avenue. 
 
8. The Riverfront Parking Lot at 795 River Drive will be closed to the public from 3:00 

AM to 6:00 AM. 
 
9. The landscaping and plantings being handled by Angel Landscaping in the new 

Riverfront Park. 
 
10. Proposed parking near Lincoln Place and Clark Street at the EC Electroplating site.  
 
 



 
                         Work Session May 27, 2014, Continued 

 
 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 

City Engineer Kevin J. Boswell reported on the following: 
 

1. The written Report of the City Engineer dated May 27, 2014. 
 

 
ARRIVAL OF MAYOR DELANEY 

 
At 7:15 PM, Mayor Joseph Delaney joined the Work Session, assumed his seat at the head of the 
Conference Room table and chaired the Work Session from this point forward.  It was duly noted 
for the record. 

 
SKETCHLEY REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

 
The City Council and Cabinet met with Ms. Donna Holmqqvist of Burgis Associates, Mr. Henry 
Szwed, Chief Operating Officer of Meridia Capodagli property and Attorney Mr. Brian Chewcaskie 
concerning a description of the Redevelopment proposed at the Eastern Overall/Sketchley site at the 
south end of Walnut Street and the east end of Schley Street. 

 
REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

 
Deputy Mayor Tana M. Raymond reported on the following: 

 
1. An alleged desecration of an American Flag at 541 MacDonald Street. 

 
2. A proposed letter or a resolution from the Garfield City Council objecting to the 

inadequate health care of our Veterans. 
 

Councilmember Glenn A. Mati reported on the following: 
 

1. The proposed utilization of Dennis Serritella to assist Recreation Director Anthony 
Furfaro. 

 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
Resolution No. 14-237 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to exclude the public from a meeting in 
certain circumstances, and 
WHEREAS, the City Council is of the opinion that such circumstances now exist, 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Garfield, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that a “Closed Session” is hereby called at 8:05 P.M. on Tuesday, May 27, 
2014, to discuss the following as outlined in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12: 
 
 

*       Tactics or techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public or 
any investigation of violations or possible violations of the law; (the three letters 
received by Interim Chief Financial Officer Roy Riggitano from the State 
Comptroller’s Office advising that Public Defender Kurt Geisler, Prosecutor Joseph 
Giammanco and Physician Ron Rigoglosi are no longer considered City employees, 
they are now considered contractors and they lose qualifying for pension benefits 
from 2008 to the present). 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters so discussed will be disclosed to the public as soon 
as and to the extent that such disclosure can be made without adversely affecting the public interest 
or without violation of the confidentiality of personnel. 
 
On call of roll, Ayes 5       (Sgd) Frank J. Calandriello 
          Louis G. Aloia 



            
 

Work Session May 27, 2014, Continued 
 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
After the City Council came out of Closed Session at 8:15 PM, there being no further business, 
Councilmember Calandriello moved to adjourn the Work Session.  Councilmember Aloia duly 
seconded the motion. 
 
On call of roll, Ayes 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
        Andrew J. Pavlica, CITY CLERK 
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