
A Work Session of the City Council was held on Tuesday, February 23, 2016 at 6:20 PM in the 
Conference Room in City Hall, 111 Outwater Lane, Garfield, NJ 07026. 
 
Mayor Tana M. Raymond presided. City Clerk Andrew J. Pavlica announced that the Work Session 
was being held in accordance with provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act and that adequate 
notice was provided by mail, fax and email to the official City newspapers and to other interested 
parties and by posting the meeting notice on the bulletin boards in City Hall. 
 
Councilmembers Present: Louis G.Aloia, Glenn A. Mati and Tana M. Raymond 
Councilmembers Absent: Frank J. Calandriello and Joseph Delaney   
Also Present: City Manager Thomas J. Duch, City Clerk Andrew J. Pavlica, City 

Attorney Representative Robert Ferraro of the Law Firm of Bruno 
and Ferraro (for City Attorney John Bruno), Water and Sewer 
Facilities Manager Willard Bierwas, Interim Chief Financial Officer 
Roy Riggitano and City Auditor Dieter Lerch 

 
LA FESTIVA ITALIANA 

 
The City Council and Cabinet met with Vincent Leto concerning La Festiva Italiana scheduled to be 
held Thursday, August 11, 2016 through Sunday, August 14, 2016, on streets surrounding the 
property of Our Lady of Mount Virgin Roman Catholic Church, located near the intersection of 
Frederick Street and Mac Arthur Avenue. 
 
 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 

Interim Chief Financial Officer Roy Riggitano reported on the following: 
 

1. The Bond Anticipation Notes which were awarded to Spencer Savings Bank at .55% 
interest. 

 
City Manager Thomas J. Duch reported on the following: 
 

1. The proposed Bond Ordinance for the Passaic River Desnagging Project for 
consideration at tonight’s Regular Meeting. 

 
2. Shared Services Agreements. 
 
3. The Rotary Club Beefsteak Fundraiser to be held March 31, 2016 at the Royal Manor 

Restaurant in Garfield. 
 
4. The Greater Bergen Community Action Spring Gala to be held on April 6, 2016 at The 

Terrace Restaurant in Paramus. 
 
5. The Grand Opening of Re-vive located at 160 Lanza Avenue on Thursday, February 24, 

2016 at 4:00 PM. 
 
6. The proposed improvements to the Garfield Free Public Library building located at 500 

Midland Avenue.  There is $125,000.00 allocated from last year and $100,000.00 for 
this year totaling $225,000 in the budget for the improvements. 

 
7. Calvary Baptist Church Comedy Night to be held on March 4, 2016. 
 
8. Bids have been advertised to be received for Gasoline and Diesel Fuel on March 10, 

2016. 
 

 
ARRIVAL OF CITY ENGINEER BOSWELL AND LABOR COUNSEL LAVIN 

 
At 6:35 PM, City Engineer Kevin J. Boswell and Labor Counsel John Lavin joined the Work 
Session and it was duly noted for the record. 
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REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 

9. The proposed resolution regarding the GIS Exchange Agreement with the County of 
Bergen. 

 
10. The rental of City Fire Houses to Policemen, Firemen and other civic organizations. 

 
WATER TESTING AND WATER QUALITY 

 
The City Council and Cabinet discussed the following proposed reverse 9-1-1 call to City residents:  
This is City Manager Tom Duch with an important announcement concerning our water supply 
system.  The water department has received test results that exceed NJ state standards for a specific 
compound at one city well site.  While the NJ Department of Environmental Protection has 
determined that the well could remain in service the Mayor and Council have directed the 
immediate shut down of the well in question.  In the next couple of days, you will receive a post 
card advising of this exceedance.  The Mayor and Council have implemented a corrective action 
plan to address this matter.  This includes the shutdown of the well and the installation of a 
treatment system to insure compliance with all NJ and Federal drinking water standards.  The 
removal of this well from service means that all water reaching you remains safe for your use and 
consumption.  Rest assured the mayor and council are committed to protecting the health of its 
residents as its first priority.  Thank you and good night. 
 

ARRIVAL OF COUNCILMEMBER CALANDRIELLO 
 

At 6:45 PM, Councilmember Frank J. Calandriello joined the Work Session and it was duly noted 
for the record. 
 

EXIT OF WATER AND SEWER FACILITIES MANAGER BIERWAS 
 

At 7:05 PM, Water and Sewer Facilities Manager Willard Bierwas left the Work Session.  It was 
duly noted for the record. 
 

2016 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
 

The City Council and Cabinet discussed the 2016 Municipal Budget. 
 
 

ARRIVAL OF COUNCILMEMBER DELANEY 
 

At 7:15 PM, Councilmember Joseph Delaney joined the Work Session and it was duly noted for the 
record. 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
Resolution No. 16-61 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to exclude the public from a meeting in 
certain circumstances, and 
WHEREAS, the City Council is of the opinion that such circumstances now exist, 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Garfield, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that a “Closed Session” is hereby called at 7:30 P.M. on Tuesday, February 
23, 2016 to discuss the following as outlined in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12: 
 

*        Collective bargaining agreements including the negotiation of the terms and thereof 
with employees or representatives of employees of the public body; (settlement of 
Blue Collar Collective bargaining negotiations; ongoing negotiations with White 
Collar Collective Bargaining Unit). 

 
*       Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations or matters falling within 

            attorney-client privilege; (negotiations with Redeveloper of Record James 
   Demetrakis of the Redevelopment at 950 River Drive concerning contributions by 
   him to help fund the construction of a new Police Station at or near 411 Midland 
   Avenue). 
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CLOSED SESSION 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters so discussed will be disclosed to the public as soon 
as and to the extent that such disclosure can be made without adversely affecting the public interest 
or without violation of the confidentiality of personnel. 
 
On call of roll, Ayes 5       (Sgd) Louis G. Aloia 
          Glenn A. Mati 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
After the City Council came out of Closed Session at 8:20 PM, there being no further business, 
Councilmember Delaney moved to adjourn the Work Session.  Councilmember Calandriello duly 
seconded the motion. 
 
On call of roll, Ayes 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
        Andrew J. Pavlica, CITY CLERK 
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