
A Work Session of the City Council was held on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 at 6:30 PM in the 
Conference Room in City Hall, 111 Outwater Lane, Garfield, NJ 07026. 
 
Mayor Tana M. Raymond presided. City Clerk Andrew J. Pavlica announced that the Work Session 
was being held in accordance with provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act and that adequate 
notice was provided by mail, fax and email to the official City newspapers and to other interested 
parties and by posting the meeting notice on the bulletin boards in City Hall. 
 
Councilmembers Present: Frank J. Calandriello, Louis G.Aloia, Glenn A. Mati and Tana M. 

Raymond 
Councilmembers Absent: Joseph Delaney   
Also Present: City Manager Thomas J. Duch, City Clerk Andrew J. Pavlica, City 

Attorney Representative Robert Ferraro of the Law Firm of Bruno 
and Ferraro (for City Attorney John Bruno), Labor Counsel John 
Lavin, City Engineer Kevin J. Boswell, Interim Chief Financial 
Officer Roy Riggitano, Police Captain Raymond Kovach and Police 
Lieutenant Ronald Polonkay 

 
PROPOSED SAINT PADDY’S DAY CELEBRATION 

 
The City Council and Cabinet discussed the proposed Saint Paddy’s Day Celebration by Blackjack 
Mulligan’s Restaurant, located at 179 Passaic Street, scheduled to be held Sunday, March 13, 2016 
on Clark Street between Passaic Street and Garfield Avenue.  
 

PROPOSED ORDINANCES 
 

The City Council and Cabinet discussed various proposed Ordinances for City Council 
consideration including Designation of Enforcement Officers, Vehicle Sales Businesses and 
Unlawful Dwellings. 
 

100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE CITY IN 2017 
 

The City Council and Cabinet discussed establishing a 100th Anniversary of the City of Garfield 
Celebration Committee, with each Councilmember proposing at least two candidates for 
appointment to the Committee. 
 

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL 
 

City Engineer Kevin J. Boswell reported on the $280,000.00 grant for Safe Routes to Schools and 
$326,000.00 bid that was received on October 15, 2016. City Manager Thomas J. Duch convinced 
the Board of Education to secure the difference in the money.  The low bidder was told that they 
would be awarded the job but the low bidder said that they cannot do the job.  The next low bidder 
was over $400,000.00 so the recommendation is to reject all these bids and rebid the project. 
 

2016 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
 
The City Council and Cabinet discussed the 2016 Municipal Budget. 
 

ARRIVAL OF COUNCILMEMBER DELANEY 
 

At 7:30 PM, Councilmember Joseph Delaney joined the Work Session and it was duly noted for the 
record. 
 

REPORTS OF OFFICERS 
 

Mayor Tana M. Raymond reported on the following: 
 

1. A recent water leak on Orchard Street. 
 

2. The proposed recycling pick up of paper and cans once a week. 
 

Councilmember Louis G. Aloia reported on the following: 
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1. The proposal that DPW employees collect every garbage can and pail that is left all week at 
the curb  in the public right of way on the sidewalk. 

 
Councilmember Glenn A. Mati reported on the following: 
 

1. The meeting he had with the Truck Committee of Fire Company No. 3.  He said that he 
looked over their old truck and there are a lot of issues with the old truck.  He proposed 
purchasing a new Fire Truck through a National Co-op. 

 
2. The proposed testing of hoses and ladders and other Fire Department equipment.  
 
3. The proposed ordinance requiring residents to clear fire hydrants of snow and other 

impediments. 
 
Councilmember Joseph Delaney reported on the following: 
 

1. The proposed bid for gasoline and diesel fuel. 
 

2. The proposed Saint Paddy’s Day Festival by Blackjack Mulligan’s. 
 

City Engineer Kevin J. Boswell reported on the following: 
 

1. The Banta Avenue pipe lining. 
 

2. The proposed purchasing of a turf field for Twentieth Century Field through a co-op. 
 
3. Volatile Organic Contaminants were detected in test results of Well 1A located near the 

intersection of Midland Avenue and Outwater Lane. The Well was retested and the 
result was another high reading.  The City is instituting a design to implement a remedy 
in less than a year and everything is being done in consultation with the State DEP. 

 
4. The dugout improvements at Twentieth Century Field. 
 
5. Councilmember Calandriello questioned what has been done with the City water so that 

the City is not in the same situation like Flint, Michigan where they have lead in their 
drinking water.  

 
 

CLOSED SESSION 
 
Resolution No. 16-25 
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 allows for a public body to exclude the public from a meeting in 
certain circumstances, and 
WHEREAS, the City Council is of the opinion that such circumstances now exist, 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Garfield, Bergen 
County, New Jersey, that a “Closed Session” is hereby called at 7:45 P.M. on Tuesday, January 26, 
2016 to discuss the following as outlined in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12: 
 

*        Collective bargaining agreements including the negotiation of the terms and thereof 
with employees or representatives of employees of the public body; (White Collar 
and Blue Collar Collective Bargaining negotiations). 

 
*        Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property with public 

funds, the setting of banking rates or investment of public funds; (proposed 
temporary re-location of the police station to Holy Trinity Lutheran School at 85 
Summit Avenue while the new Police Station is constructed at or near 411 Midland 
Avenue). 
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*       Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations or matters falling within 
           attorney-client privilege; (negotiations concerning agreement with Developer of 
  Record James Demetrakis of the Redevelopment at 950 River Drive to partially fund 
  the construction of a new police station at or near 411 Midland Avenue; open public 
  records request by the Bergen Record newspaper for the written separation 
  agreement between the City and Police Chief Kevin Amos). 
 
*        Matters involving the employment, appointment, termination of employment, terms 

and conditions of employment, evaluation of the performance of, promotion or 
disciplinary action of personnel unless the individual in the right request a public 
meeting in writing: (temporary appointment of Police Captain Raymond Kovach as 
Officer in Charge of the Police Department; performance of men in the Department 
of Public Works; a Police Officer has been suspended for a D.U.I. Violation). 

 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters so discussed will be disclosed to the public as soon 
as and to the extent that such disclosure can be made without adversely affecting the public interest 
or without violation of the confidentiality of personnel. 
 
On call of roll, Ayes 5       (Sgd) Glenn A. Mati 
          Louis G. Aloia 
 

EXIT OF VARIOUS CITY OFFICIALS 
 
At 8:20 PM, Police Captain Raymond Kovach and Police Lieutenant Ronald Polonsay left the Work 
Session during Closed Session.  At 8:35 PM, Councilmember Joseph Delaney left the Work Session 
during Closed Session.  At 9:05 PM, City Engineer Kevin J. Boswell left the Work Session.  It was 
duly noted for the record. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
After the City Council came out of Closed Session at 9:25 PM, there being no further business, 
Councilmember Aloia moved to adjourn the Work Session.  Councilmember Calandriello duly 
seconded the motion. 
 
On call of roll, Ayes 4, 
Absent 1 – Councilmember Delaney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                    
        Andrew J. Pavlica, CITY CLERK 
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