Vaccinations Available for Garfield Residents contact the Garfield Health

Department  for appointment - see guidance for immunizations below to see if

you need to be vaccinated.
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As recovery efforts continue in the flooded areas of New Jersey, questions

are being raised regarding the need for tetanus shots or other vaccinations.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), outbreaks

of infectious disease after floods such as we experienced here in NJ are

unusual, and there is generally no increased risk of getting

vaccine-preventable diseases. Mass immunization clinics are not a standard

recommendation. However, since each situation is unique, there may be the

need to vaccinate particular individuals involved in clean-up efforts, those

providing medical care or displaced individuals living in communal settings.

Tetanus

The same recommendations that apply at any other time also apply during a

flood. Everyone should be immunized with a primary series of tetanus,

diphtheria and pertussis-containing vaccine. You should get a booster dose

of tetanus-diphtheria toxoid (Td) if you have not had a booster dose within

the last 10 years. Td boosters every 10 years are recommended for all adults

routinely: the concern with flooding is that clean-up and repairs present an

increased risk of injury and tetanus from such injuries is preventable by

vaccination. Adults who did not receive DTP or DTaP as a child, or whose

tetanus vaccination history is not known should receive a primary series of

three doses of adult Td in accordance with the Advisory Committee on

Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommended schedule. Please take this

opportunity to vaccinate individuals with Tdap to provide protection against

pertussis in addition to tetanus and diphtheria as per ACIP recommendations,

if appropriate. Information about the schedules is available on the CDC

website at http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/recs/schedules/default.htm. 

People who sustain some type of wound should check with their healthcare

provider promptly to see if they need to be vaccinated. That decision will

depend on an assessment of the wound and the patient's past immunization

history. For people who sustain puncture wounds, or wounds at risk for

contamination (e.g., exposure to substances contaminated with feces, soil,

or saliva) a tetanus shot is recommended if they haven't had one within the

last five years. If they haven't had at least three previous tetanus shots

at some point in the past, a dose of tetanus immune globulin is recommended.

For people who sustain clean, minor wounds, a tetanus-containing shot is

recommended if they haven't had one within the past ten years. Further

information regarding wound management is available through the CDC website

at http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/disease/tetanus.asp and the appropriate

chapter of the Epidemiology and Prevention of Vaccine-Preventable Diseases

available at http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/default.htm . 

Hepatitis B Vaccine

As always, hepatitis B vaccine is recommended for people who will be

providing direct patient care, or who are otherwise expected to have routine

contact with the blood and bodily fluids of others. There is no increased

risk of hepatitis B during a flood unless unvaccinated volunteers or

healthcare workers are involved in high-risk activities.

Hepatitis A Vaccine

There is no recommendation for mass vaccination with hepatitis A during

flood events. The virus is not common in the US and is generally not present

even in sewage. For persons responding to the disaster, the risk of getting

the disease is extremely low, and so the vaccine is not recommended for

them. During Hurricane Katrina, hepatitis A vaccine was not specifically

recommended for response workers. However, hepatitis A can be transmitted if

displaced people live in crowded conditions for a long time and in these

circumstances, vaccination is recommended for people living in these

communal settings. Again, vaccination would be done on a case-by-case basis.

Obtaining Vaccines

In support of vaccination efforts, the New Jersey Vaccines for Children

(VFC) program will make adult formulations of Tdap, hepatitis A and

hepatitis B vaccines available through established enrollees in the program.

Td is not available as part of this program. Local health departments (LHD)

and Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHC) enrolled as ADULT PROVIDERS in

the VFC program should order through their established mechanisms (via fax

or IMODS) and note their order as "Hurricane Irene Vaccinations." It is

critical that you use your Adult Provider PIN to ensure proper funding for

this effort is identified. The vaccination of non-VFC eligible children will

be discussed on a case-by-case basis. Please contact the New Jersey VFC

program at 609-826-4862 with any questions regarding LHD/FQHC Adult Vaccine

eligibility.

Protection Against Infectious Diseases

Regardless of your vaccination status, there are steps you can take to avoid

injury and prevent infection while working in flood-affected areas.

Recommendations include:

.Clean your hands as often as possible. Use soap and water if your hands are

visibly soiled, and rub your hands together for at least 15 seconds. Use an

alcohol-based hand rub if your hands are not visibly soiled.

.Take care of cuts or wounds immediately

oClean your hands thoroughly with soap and water before cleaning a wound

oClean the wound with soap and clean water and apply a clean, dry dressing

oSee a healthcare provider for potentially contaminated wounds, bites or

punctures 

oContact your healthcare provider if you are bitten by an animal.

.Wear protective clothing

oHeavy, waterproof, cut-resistant work gloves

oSafety goggles

oHeavy, hard-soled boots

oLong-sleeved shirt and long pants

Further information is available at 

http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/disease/immunizationqa.asp
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/disease/tetanus.asp
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/floods/after.asp
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/default.htm
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This information has been distributed to: DHSS Senior Staff; DHSS Staff;

LINCS Coordinator Backups; LINCS Coordinators; LINCS Epidemiologists; LINCS

Health Educators; LINCS Health Officer Assistants; LINCS Health Officers;

LINCS Health Planners; LINCS IT Specialists; LINCS Partnership Coordinators;

LINCS Public Health Nurses; LINCS Regional Health Planners; LINCS Team

Members; LOCAL Health Officers; LOCAL Public Health; Academic Leaders;

Animal Health Organizations; Blood Banks; Business & Industry Leaders; DHSS

Program Staff; Emergency Medical Services Organizations; Food Safety

Organizations; Health Care Organizations; Hospitals / Veterans; Occupational

Health Organizations; Pharmacy Leaders; Public Health Associations; Public

Health Council; State & Federal Government Leaders

Further distribution of this message should be directed to: Community

Organizations; Day Care Centers / Preschools; Educational Institutions;

Local & County Government; Local Businesses; Local Media; Recreational

Facilities; State & Federal Government Facilities; Transportation;

Utilities; Animal Health Professionals; Community Health Centers (FQHCs);

Emergency Medical Services / First Responders; Health Care Facilities /

Other; Health Care Providers; Hospital CEOs; Hospital Emerg Preparedness

Coords; Hospital ER Medical Directors; Hospital Infection Control

Practitioners; Hospital Medical Directors; Hospital Nursing Directors;

Hospital Security Directors; Hospitals / Other; Labs / Non-Sentinel; Labs /

Sentinel; Pharmaceutical Suppliers; Local Boards of Health; and other

partners in your region, as appropriate.

IMPORTANT NOTE: Please do not use reply feature of your email system. If you

have questions about the content of this email or any of its attachments,

please call your County/City LINCS agency for assistance. LINCS agencies are

instructed to contact the individual listed in message above or on the

attachment for questions concerning content.

