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The Boys & Girls Club of Garfield & The Junior Boilermakers Redefine the Future of Sportsmanship for the City of Champions

The famed Garfield Junior Boilermakers has found a new home –at the Boys and Girls Club of Garfield. The football program formerly run under the umbrella of the Garfield Department of Recreation will continue under the management of the Boys & Girls Club of Garfield. Since the 1960’s the Junior Boilermakers have been a source of pride for the City of Champions. The objective behind the change in management is to ensure that the Garfield Football program is well organized and capable of catering to the high demand not just for sports but also for character and leadership development. The idea is that the children of the Garfield community will have a place to play football and enjoy themselves while learning key values like responsibility, humility, and teamwork. Chief Executive Officer Paul J. Casey is excited about the program, “the Boys & Girls Club of Garfield and the Garfield Jr. Boilermakers have many similarities.  Both organizations have a deep history of serving children in the City of Garfield.  This is not just an effort to treasure a part of Garfield history but to shape its future. The Boys & Girls Club of Garfield is dedicated to serving the children of the community and we will do whatever we can to ensure that the necessary services are available.”
President of the Boys & Girls Club of Garfield Coaches Association and Director of the Junior Boilermakers Jim Miller had this to say about the Club running the program;  "My goals for the Jr. Boilermaker Program this year are simple  ... I would like to enhance the Jr. Boilermaker Football Program, as a model for community character, I want to ensure that our children are given the tools necessary to grow as athletes, intellectuals, and social beings, I wish to ensure that when we host communities and travel to communities, we present ourselves in a manner commensurate with excellence and pride, and finally ... I hope to exemplify the mission of the Boys and Girls Club of Garfield daily."

 Registration for the Boys & Girls Club of Garfield Junior Boilermakers Football program has already begun and will continue for boys and girls, ages 7 to 14. Parents or guardians must accompany their child to sign up Monday through Friday between 3:00PM to 6:00PM at the Boys and Girls Club of Garfield main facility on 490 Midland Ave. Fees for the first child are $75 along with a $35.00 Club membership fee. Each additional child will be charged at a discounted $65, plus a $35.00 Club membership fee. Applicants must bring their Birth Certificates.
The Boys & Girls Club of Garfield serves over 1000 multi-ethnic children per year.  They seek to inspire and enable all young people to realize their full potential and have provided opportunity for youth since 1959. They are part of a national network of some 4,000 neighborhood-based facilities, Boys and Girls Clubs of America, which serves more than 4.6 million young people annually, in all 50 states and on U.S. military bases worldwide. Known as “The Positive Place for Kids,” the Clubs provide guidance-oriented character development programs on a daily basis for children 6-18 years old, conducted by a full-time professional staff. Key Boys & Girls Club programs emphasize leadership development, education and career exploration, financial literacy, health and life skills, the arts, sports, fitness and recreation, and family outreach.  For more information on Club programs please call (973)-478-7662.
